CHAPTER  XIV
THE  RELIEF
THE Ottoman Government displayed great energy in despatching from Europe the force necessary to save the province. Taking into account the delay caused by the inevitable and ineffective quarantine and the difficulty experienced in procuring transport animals in adequate numbers, it speaks well for the ability of the staff that the relieving army should have been completely equipped and ready to march from the coast six weeks after the outbreak of the revolt.
The main body of the rebel army besieging Sanaa drew off about the middle of February to encounter Izzet Pasha's force, which, it was reported, was even then advancing from Hodeidah. Sufficient only remained to hold the garrison in check, and it became evident that all fear of an assault was over for the time being at any rate. Unless Izzet Pasha suffered a reverse, an early relief was to be anticipated.
This prospect was hailed with satisfaction by many people, but none more so than myself. So long as there was a chance of the place being taken by storm it was to my interest that the siege should continue, for that eventuality, assuming that I came to no harm in the fighting, would have suited my plans better than anything else that could possibly have happened. The chance gone by, the sooner the siege came to an end the better for me. I have never been so bored in my life as I was during February and March 1911. Except for my daily outing with Harndi Effendi, I had no one to talk to except Ahmad, and nothing to read but an Arabic book called " The Scent of the Yemen," and some back numbers of " L'lllustration " kindly sent me by Signor
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